
 

 
 

 

 

 

WORLD ATHLETICS WORKING GROUP ON ATHLETIC SHOES 

 

This Working Group will advise and make recommendations to World Athletics on the future direction of its 

rules and regulations concerning elite athlete shoes. This Working Group shall report on its work and make its 

recommendations via the World Athletics’ Competition Commission. The Working Group will have three 

advisory work streams which are set out below. Members of the work streams are not, except from 1 lead from 

each work stream, members of the Working Group. The composition of the Working Group as approved by the 

World Athletics Council on 02 June 2020 is set out below.   

 
Composition of Working Group: 

- 1 representative from World Federation of the Sporting Goods Industry (‘WFSGI’) (Co-chair) (Robbert 

de Kock) 

- 1 representative from World Athletics Council (Co-chair) (Sylvia Barlag) 

- 6 representatives from the manufacturers (adidas, Spencer Nel; Asics, Ryan Montgomery; Brooks, 

Carson Caprara Sr; New Balance, Tom Carleo; Nike, Chris Cook; Puma, Johan Adamsson) 

- 1 representative from the Athlete Commission (Inaki Gomez) 

- 1 lead representative from each of the three work streams (Anna Riccardi, Prof. Toni Arndt, Brian Roe) 

- World Athletics CEO (Convenor/Ex-officio attendee) 

Working Group 
on Athletic 
Shoes

Certification and Control 
Work Stream

Inform and advise the Working
Group on the existing and future
clearance processes and devices
used to certify elite athletes’ shoes
before, during and after
competitions. Advise on the
procedure for the certification of
competition shoes and
implementation and enforcement
of these rules.

Development & 
Manufacturing Work Stream

Inform and advise the Working
Group about the imperatives,
constraints and information related
to the technical and timeline aspects
production of and launch plans
(including plans for testing and
training with athletes) for new
products to come on the market.

Science & Medicine Work 
Stream

Inform and advise the Working
Group on the existing science on
both safety and performance
enhancing aspects of shoes used
in Athletics. Whenever necessary
design and/or supervise scientific
studies to address the safety and
performance-enhancing effect of
shoes.


